
Lesson 4 of 4:

Life Cycles

Learning objectives:

• Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into 
adults

• Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific 
ideas and processes

• Describe the differences in the life cycles of an amphibian and a bird

Learning Outcomes:

• To know that animals have offspring

• To identify life cycle changes in birds

• To describe the differences between the life cycle of curlew
compared to a different animal.

Key Vocabulary:

• Curlew 

• Nest 

• incubation

• Life cycle

• Chick

• Fledgling 

• Map

• Countries

Key Questions:

• How do curlew have young?

• What is the life cycle of birds?

• What is a chick?

• What is a fledgling?

• Are all life cycles the same? Why/ 
why not?

National curriculum links 

Science, English, Maths, art

Equipment

Printed photos for matching activity, drawing and writing 
equipment, Venn diagram templates. 

EYFS, Ks1&2 Science, Literacy SEN: May need extra adult support
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Introduction (10mins)

On Curlew Cam we are lucky to see a Curlew nest, has anybody spotted 
the eggs inside the nest? How many are there? Curlew usually lay 4 eggs, 
what do the eggs look like, why do you think they look this way? How 
would you describe the nest from Curlew Cam?

Each living thing goes through a series of different life stages, we call this 
it’s life cycle. The Curlew Starts off life as an egg, after 29 days, the egg 
will hatch to reveal a chick. The chick will gradually grow bigger, growing 
its feathers and after 6 weeks it should be able to fly! Once it is able to fly, 
we call it a  ‘fledgling’, it will travel to the coast where it can spend up to 
two years as a juvenile (a bit like a teenager) before it can return as an 
adult to lay its own eggs – starting the cycle again. 

Video: www.curlewcountry.org/curlew-cam/

Main Activity (30mins)
Children to work in small groups to discuss and order the different 
species life stages cards and discuss how they are similar or different to 
the curlew. Then think of other life cycle examples, children to describe, 
draw a diagram or write their ideas and discuss these with the class 
during plenary. 

KS2: Choose 2 different species to compare using a venn diagram! Write in 
parts of their life cycles that are unique to them in the circles, if any are 
shared by both species, write them in the overlapping section between the 
circles. 

Additional activities

Curlew Poetry!

Curlews (and many other birds!) have been a source of inspiration for 
many writers and poets over the years. Show the class pictures, videos, 
and sound clips of Curlews, and then ask them to create their own short 
poem or story featuring them and some of their different life stages. 
There is a list of Curlew related words, ask them to try and include some 
of these. They could also draw pictures to illustrate their story or poem. It 
could be about an encounter with a Curlew, something it reminds them of 
or even from the Curlew’s point of view! 

http://www.curlewcountry.org/curlew-cam/
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Students will: Know the different life stages of curlew.Teacher will: Prepare 

resources, guide lesson and support.

Less able students will: Know that a curlew is a bird and hatches from an 

egg.

Most students will: Be able to identify and name curlew and frog life cycle 

stages.

More able students will: Be able to identify and describe curlew and frog life 

cycle stages.Adaptions for less able students: Provide one to one support 

and encouragement

Extensions: 

Shropshire Bird Trump Cards

Plenary (10mins):

Peer review children’s work, discuss life cycle of curlew and 
children’s work on life cycles of other animals.

Assessment criteria:  

Children understand the different life stages of curlew and 

other animals.

Assessment Methods:

Questioning

Group discussion

Discussion with peers

Labelled and coloured drawings and diagrams.

Ex: Written work. 



































Curlew Creative Writing or
Poetry

Now that you have learned all about the Curlew and it’s life cycle, see if 

you can write a short story of poem featuring one! Think about the story 

you want to tell, are you writing from your perspective? Or as if you were 

a Curlew? There is a list of some interesting Curlew related words below, 

see if you can include some of these in your writing!  

Bill

Beak

Cur-lee

Bubbling

Spring

Nest

Meadow WadingSpeckled

Flowers Mottled Brown

Feathers
Half

Moon

Curved

SoftStrut

Whistle

Egg Leggy Flying



Poem by Jake Harvey


